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 Abstract 
 
This research aimed to find out the pronunciation errors made by the first semester 
students of English Education Study Program of UIN Mataram, and to find out the 
reason. The sample were taken from Intensive Spoken Communication Practice (ISCP) 
A, B, C and D classes with the total sample of this research was 25 students that chosen 
randomly. The result of this study found that there are13 common pronunciation errors in 
long vowels, short vowels, diphthongs vowels, nasals, fricatives, and affricates. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Speaking is very important in second language learning (Leong & Ahmadi, 2017: 34). 
Despite its importance, speaking has been overlooked in schools and universities due to 
different reasons like emphasis on grammar and unfavorable teacher-student 
proportions. Speaking has been absent from testing because of the problem in assessing 
it objectively and the time it takes to carry out speaking tests (Clifford, 1987). 
When we talk about speaking, we do not mean just saying the words through mouth. It 
means conveying the message through the words of mouth. This skill is often ignored in 
some teachers’ classes. Learners do not have enough opportunity either in their classes 
or outside to speak English. Learners need a lot of practice to learn to speak. Learners 
can improve their speaking skill through listening and repeating. (Bashir, Azeem, & 
Dogar, 2011). One of the most difficult skills language learners face in language learning 
is speaking skill. It is believed that speaking is the most important of the four language 
skills. Many learners state that they have spent so many years studying English language 
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but cannot speak it appropriately and understandably (Bueno, Madrid, & Mclaren, 
2006). 
The significance of speaking is indicated with the integration of the other language skills. 
Speaking helps learners develop their vocabulary and grammar skills and then makes 
their writing skill better. Students can express their emotions, ideas; say stories; request; 
talk, discuss, and show the various functions of language. Speaking is of vital 
importance outside the classroom. Therefore, language speakers have more 
opportunities to find jobs in different organizations and companies. These statements 
have been supported by Baker and Westrup (2003) who said that learners who speak 
English very well can have greater chance for better education, finding good jobs, and 
getting promotion. 
Thornbury declared that pronunciation is the lowest level of knowledge learners 
typically pay attention to it. In order to speak English language accurately, learners 
should master phonological rules and they should be aware of the various sounds and 
their pronunciations. Learners should also know the stress, intonation, and pitch. All of 
these elements help learners speak the English language easily and effectively (2005).  
The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is a system where each symbol is associated 
with a particular English sound. By using IPA we can exactly know how to pronounce a 
certain word in English. This helps in improving English pronunciation and feeling 
more confident in speaking English. This study is using IPA tools of various consonants 
and vowels sounds as the tools to investigate the pronunciation errors of the student, as 
seen in the figure below. 
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Figure 1. IPA Consonants 
 
Figure 2. IPA Vowels 
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Since we are from a developing country, we have to try to learn English if we want to 
compete in this global era. By the time English become international language, much 
information and technology will be transferred in English. There are many aspects that 
must be noticed in learning English. In learning English pronunciation, we will be 
influenced by our first language. 
Short Vowels 
IPA Symbol Word examples 
e Went, intend, send, letter. 
æ Cat, hand, nap, flat, have. 
ʌ Fun, love, money, one, London, 
come. 
ʊ Put, look, should, cook, book, look. 
ɒ Rob, top, watch, squat, sausage. 
ə Alive, again, mother. 
Long Vowels 
IPA Symbol Word examples 
i: Need, beat, team. 
ɜ: Nurse, heard, third, turn. 
ɔ: Talk, law, bored, yawn, jaw. 
u: Few, boot, lose, gloomy, fruit, chew. 
ɑ:  Fast, car, hard, bath. 
 
Diphthong Vowels 
IPA Symbol Word examples 
ɪə Near, ear, clear, tear, beer, fear 
eə Hair, there, care, stairs, pear 
eɪ Face, space, rain , case, eight 
ɔɪ Joy, employ, toy, coil, oyster. 
aɪ My, sight, pride, kind, flight 
əʊ No, don’t, stones, alone, hole 
aʊ Mouth, house, brown, cow, out 
 
Consonants Sounds: Fricatives 
IPA Symbol Word examples 
f Full, Friday, fish, knife. 
v Vest, village, view, cave. 
θ Thought, think, Bath.  
ð  There, those, brothers, others. 
z Zoo, crazy, lazy, zigzag, nose. 
ʃ Shirt, rush, shop, cash. 
ʒ Television, delusion, casual 
h High, help, hello. 
Consonants Sounds: Plosives 
IPA Symbol Word examples 
p Pin, cap, purpose, pause. 
b Bag, bubble, build, robe. 
t Time, train, tow, late. 
d Door, day, drive, down, feed. 
k Cash, quick, cricket, sock. 
g Girl, green, grass, flag. 
 
Consonants Sounds: Affricates 
IPA Symbol Word examples 
ʈʃ Choose, cheese, church, watch. 
dʒ Joy, juggle, juice, stage. 
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Pronunciation is definitely the biggest thing that people notice when the students are 
speaking English. Good pronunciation should be one of the first things that the 
students learn in English the sudents can live without advanced vocabulary because they 
can use simple words to say what they want to say. Besides that, the students can live 
without advanced grammar because they can use simple grammar structures instead. 
However, there is no such thing as simple pronunciation. If they do not have good 
pronunciation, they have bad pronunciation. And the results of bad pronunciation are 
tragic even if they use great vocabulary and grammar, people may simply not understand 
what they are saying. 
The good news is that the students can work on their pronunciation until they speak. 
For example, the students can learn the sounds of English, listen to recordings, watch 
English language television, watch English language songs or videos on YouTube, etc. 
Firstly, the teachers have to realize that there is a problem where most English learners 
do not realize. The problem can be predicted such as they lack of practice in speaking 
English as they transfer the language sound from their mother tongue. Clearly, the 
native language will be the most factors affecting the pronunciation of an English 
learner.  
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
This research has the main purpose to identify the types of pronunciation errors in 
terms of consonants, vowels, and diphthongs, and to find out the factors that cause the 
students’ English pronunciation errors in The State Islamic University of Mataram (UIN 
Mataram). Report of the speaking practice with native speakers in a video MP4 file 
during the implementation of pronunciation errors in Intensive Spoken Communication 
Practice (ISCP) class of English program became the specific purposes. 
Conducting interviews with other people helps students to socialize and give them 
opportunities to practice speaking both inside and outside the classroom. Given selected 
topics, students should prepare their own interview questions to develop their creativity 
and critical thinking. After interviews, each student can report his/her study to the 
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whole class. Documentations involved taking photographs, audiotape and videotape 
recording to monitor and to evaluate the actions. 
The location of the research is UIN Mataram. The objects of this research are ISCP 
class including A, B, C, and D classes of first year English students’ of UIN Mataram in 
2019/2020 academic year with sample of 25 students which chosen randomly. To get 
information about students’ pronunciation errors, the teacher gave the students’ 
speaking final project after teaching learning process in the end of semester. In this 
research, the data was taken by evaluating the content and performances of the students 
through video mp4 file with 4 to 5 minutes of length duration in which they recorded 
their speaking practice with native speaker. 
 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
The result after the researcher examines the videos of student practicing their English 
with native speakers, shows that the English students of UIN Mataram had some 
difficulties or problems in mastering speaking English. First, they could not easily 
choose appropriate exposures in a certain context. Second, they found difficulties in 
pronouncing words and using right intonations and stress patterns when they spoke in 
English. Third, they had limited vocabulary mastery which became constrains and 
barriers when they wanted to share their ideas. Moreover, they often made grammatical 
mistakes that caused them to have low self-confidence in speaking. 
 
Figure 3. Videos in MP4 files of UIN Students Speaking Practice with Native Speaker 
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No List of Words 
Pronunciation Errors 
Phonetic 
Transcription 
Classification 
1 Good morning /gʊd ˈmɔːnɪŋ/ Long vowel, Nasal 
2 Excuse me /ɪksˈkjuːs miː/ Diphthong vowel, Long vowel 
3 Mind /maɪnd/ Diphthong vowel 
4 A while /ə waɪl/ Long vowel, Diphthong vowel 
5 English /ˈɪŋglɪʃ/ Diphthong vowel, Fricative  
6 Wrong /rɒŋ/ Short vowel, Nasal 
7 Privacy /ˈprɪvəsi/ Diphthong vowel, Long vowel  
8 Disturb /dɪsˈtɜːb/ Long vowel 
9 Learner /ˈlɜːnə/ Long vowels 
10 Practice /ˈpræktɪs/ Diphthong vowel 
11 Name /neɪm/ Diphthong vowel 
12 Meet /miːt/ Long vowel 
13 May /meɪ/ Diphthong vowel 
14 Come /kʌm/ Short vowel 
15 Been /biːn/ Long vowel 
16 Here /hɪə/ Diphthong vowel, Long vowel 
17 Visited /ˈvɪzɪtɪd/ Diphthong vowel 
18 Place /pleɪs/ Diphthong vowel 
19 Favorite /ˈfeɪvərɪt/ Diphthong vowel, Long vowel 
20 Weather /ˈwɛðə/ Diphthong vowel 
21 Spice /spaɪs/ Diphthong vowel 
22 Whom /huːm/ Long vowel 
23 Beach /biːʧ/ Long  vowel, Affricative 
24 Mountain /ˈmaʊntɪn/ Short vowel, Diphthong vowel 
25 Choose /ʧuːz/ Affricative, Long vowel 
26 Destination /ˌdɛstɪˈneɪʃən/ Fricative 
27 Tour /tʊə/ Short vowel 
28 Visit /ˈvɪzɪt/ Diphthong vowel 
29 Country /ˈkʌntri/ Short vowel 
30 First /fɜːst/ Long vowel 
31 Place /pleɪs/ Dipthong vowel 
32 Impression /ɪmˈprɛʃən/ Fricative 
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33 Know /nəʊ/ Long vowel, Short vowel 
34 Culture /ˈkʌlʧə/ Short vowel, Affricate 
35 Shock /ʃɒk/ Fricative, Short vowel 
36 Differences /ˈdɪfrənsɪz/ Diphthong vowel, Long vowel 
37 Compare /kəmˈpeə/ Long vowels 
38 Unique /juːˈniːk/ Long vowels 
39 Scholarship /ˈskɒləʃɪp/ Long vowel, Fricative 
40 Easy /ˈiːzi/ Long vowel 
41 Ability /əˈbɪlɪti/ Long vowel, Diphthong 
42 Could /kʊd/ Short vowel 
43 Would /wʊd/ Short vowel 
44 Suggestion /səˈʤɛsʧən/ Affricative 
45 Advice /ədˈvaɪs/ Long vowel 
46 Improve /ɪmˈpruːv/ Long vowel 
47 Picture /ˈpɪkʧə/ Affricate 
Table 1: Data List of Words on Students’ Pronunciation Errors 
The types of the students’ English pronunciation errors especially in English vowels 
could be identified after the students submitted their speaking practice videos. From the 
data above, it shows that there are 13 common pronunciation problems made by the 
students, such as the following: /ʊ/, /ɔ:/, /ɪ/, /ŋ/, /u:/, /i:/, /ʃ/, /ɒ/, /ʒ/, /ʌ/, /ð/, 
/dʒ/, and /ʈʃ/. 
Generally, the differences in pronunciation between the students’ first language and 
English language is causing most of the students have difficulties to have a good English 
pronunciation. In other words, there are some English sounds in which the mother 
language of students does not contain.   
The data shows that the students have difficulties in producing some of English vowels 
and consonants. The classification of pronunciation errors in vowels are found in long 
vowels, short vowels, and diphthongs vowels. The classification of pronunciation errors 
in consonants are found in nasals, fricatives, and affricates. 
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CONCLUSION 
The types of English pronunciation errors made by the students are in vowels and 
consonants sounds. The students are expected to learn more about English consonant 
and vowel sounds and to do more exercise and practice to speak English. Furthermore, 
the students also should be active in evaluating and correcting their pronunciation. They 
have to develop their speaking skill especially pronunciation improvement by 
comprehending the theoretical phonological sound such as using IPA tools in practice 
speaking English communication.  
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